Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

land- Directly or indirectly the labor of a
hundred million human beings was employed*
Six millions perished utterly; fifteen millions
were maimed or incapacitated by disease; wealth
valued at more than one hundred and seventy-
five billions was destroyed, and the productive
effort of the most enlightened portion of the
human race was for more than four years di-
verted to tasks of destruction. But all this
is no greater than the results achieved. The
war has ended for all time the age-old question
of the right of men to self-government* It has
relegated to the scrap heap of history the
ancient fetish of the divine right of kings; it has
opened the way to self-determination of their
own destinies by all peoples, and made possible
the sweetening and enriching of life for the
generations yet to come,

What nation and what element played the
pre-eminent; part in this epochal event? Many
nations may justly claim each to have made
the triumph of the Central Powers impossible.
Belgium held the Teuton hordes at Liege and
Namur while France and Kngland, both un-
prepared, aligned their forces for the struggle
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